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A GROSS 
IMeosITION DETECTED; &c. 


S IR, 


o UR Pamphlet publiſhed in the 

courſe of the laſt year at Oxford, 
intitled, A Treatiſe on the ſeventeenth 
Article of the Church of England, &ec. 
has lately fallen into my hands; in which 
pamphlet (p. 74) you infinuate that © the 
«© Author of Goliath Slain is not juſtifia- 
« ble in his obſervation that He (Brad- 
10 ford) would not have written to theſe 
« Biſhops (Cranmer, Latimer, and Rid- 
„ ley) unleſs he had been aſſured that 
« their ſentiments correſponded with his 
« own” [in the matter of Election. | 


You have further aſſerted (p. 75) that 
thoſe three Biſhops did not give their ſanc- 
l 00220 B | tion 


3 

tion to Bradford's treatiſe, [on God's Elec- 
tion and Predeſtination,] nay, that they 
plainly refuſed their ſanction to that trea- 
tile 3 and having again affirmed the ſame 
thing f in the very next page, you draw the 
following concluſion from your own pre- 
miles and aſſertions, viz, © that they 
* amount to a certainty that our article 
e could not be framed upon the principles 
« of Calvin, for if that had been the caſe, 
« (fay you) would not Bradford have 
e urged the article to Cranmer and Rid- 
y & ley by way of argumentum ad bominem 
1 « upon their refuſing to give their teſti- 
. * mony to his treatiſe, &c.“ Here you 
again take it for granted that yy did ſo 
refuſe, 


* 
$$: 


Jou conclude your piece with declaring 
at leaſt for the fifth time, “that when 
«© Bradford applied to Cranmer, Ridley, 
«and Latimer to give their ſanction to it 
«{(viz. his book on predeſtination) theſe 
« three Biſhops refuſed to ſign it, judg- 
«ing no doubt that he had gone too far.” 
a" OY Now 
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Now as I find by the quotations which 
you have taken out of $trype's memoirs 
of Cranmer, that you had that book 
before you when you compiled your trea- 
tiſe on our ſeventeenth Article, what am ; 


; I to think of the above peremptory ; afler- 


o 


tions, or of the writer's integrity, \ whillt I 
find that Mr. Strype himſelf, though, of 
Jour own ſentiments. i in the point of uni- 
verſal redemption, has the following | ex- 
preſs words, (which | < } thiok muſt fre- 
quently | have met your eyes, and which I 
. have already quoted i in Goliath Slaig | in the 
very page where you lay I am not juſt 
able in my obſervation) relative to. Btad- 
ford's treatiſe in defence of predeſtination, 
; and the approbation, ſanction, and ſigna- 
ture given to it by Cranmer, Ridley, and 
ae % big e, 85 mW 
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C One thipg —— now. ben out, "which 
« * cauſed ſome diſturbance among the pri- 
4 ſoners. Many of them that were 7 | 


. 4 9 9 8 1 the Profellion. of the Goſ- 
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EE L 1 
ce ing to the derogation of God's grace, 
& and refuſed the doctrine of abſolute 
e predeſtination, and original ſin, &c. 


1 1 


44 Bradford was apprehenſive that 


Poa they might do great harm in the 


ec Church, and therefore out of priſon 


> wrote a letter to Cranmer, Ridley, and 


ce Latimer, the three Chief heads of the 


* . #1 34 


Airy reformed (though opprefled) Church i in 
ce England, to take ſome cognizance of 


« this matter and to conſult with them in 


: Rog remedying it. And with them joined 
bit Biſhop Ferrar, Rowland Taylor, and 
1 John Philpot : : this letter, worthy to be 


„ read, may be found among the letters 


F « of the Martyrs, and tranſcribed in the 
ee « Appendix. Upon this occaſion Ridley 


&« wrote a treatiſe of God's Election and 


* Predeſtination, and Bradford wrote ano- 


KJ ther upon the ſame ſubzeck, and ſent it 
© to thoſe three F athers in Oxford for 
& © their, approbation : : and THEIRS 
« BEING OBTAINE DXthe reſt 


or of 


2 « of God's children to be ſo certain, that 


5%} h 
of the eminent Divines, in and about 
1 London, were realy to ſig? n it aj.” "og 27-95 


«© J have ſeen another letter of Brad- 
« ford to certain of thoſe men, who were 
te ſaid to hold the error of the Pelagians 
e and Papiſts concerning man's free will, 
« and were then priſoners with him in 
« the King's Bench; by which letter it 
4 5 appeared, that Bradford had often re- 
&« ſorted to them, and conferred with 
„ them; and at his own charge and hin- 
« derance had done them good; but ſee- 
"= their obſtinacy and clamours againſt 
him, he forbore to come at them any 
more: but yet wrote letters to them, 
and ſent them relief. They told him 
be was a great flander to the word of 
«© God in reſpect of his doctrine, in that 
« he believed and affirmed the Glvation 


* 


« they ſhould aſſuredly enjoy the ſame; 

ö = for they ſaid it hanged partly upon our 

. INN perſeverance to the end. Bradford ſaid 
& it hung upon God's grace in Chriſt, and 
«« not 
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not upon our perſeverance in any point, 
« for then were Grace no Grace.” Serype' 5 
Memoirs of Cranmer, Book III. The. xlv. 


b. 350. 


Here all you have ſaid relative to Cran- 
mer, Ridley, and Latimer, having teſti- 
. fied their diſapprobation of Bradford's 8 
treatiſe on God's Election is at once over- 
turned by that very Author which you 
yourſelf have quoted; But not to dwell on 
this point at preſent, I proceed to obſerve 
that another moſt infallible proof given us 

by the ſame Author, that Cranmer was 
nt grounded i in the dodrine of abſolute 
predeſtination, may be gathered from his 
being (to uſe Strype's own words) the 
great furtherer and recommender . to the 
King, viz. Edward the VIth, of that 
catechiſm which was ſet forth in the year 
1553, entitled Catecbhiſnus brevis chriſtane 
arſeipling ſummam continens: this cate- 
chiſm was chiefly drawn up for the uſe of 
ſchools, and from the beginning to the 
end of it, the doctrine of predeſtination 
Wi Ws | 18 
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„Inde Mb ral 10 ehen 
is taught in the moſt plain poſitive terms. 


Concerhing this catechiſm Mr. Stiype 
further tells us « that the King committed: 
the diligent examination of it to certain” 
Biſhops and other learned men Nn 
the ſame Biſhops and learned men 1 e 
(adds Strype) that were framing and pre- 
paring the articles of religion the loft year.” : 2 4 


Now 


—_ * 


- + Mem. of Cranmer, Book II. Ch. xiv. p. wry 

The Catechiſm alluded to, which contains the very 
Quinteſſence of Calviniſm, was ſuppoſed to be drawn 

up by John Ponet, Biſhop of Wincheſter, and was ſub- 

ſcribed by the chief of the Reformers, particularly by 
Cranmer and Ridley, as the latter confeſſed in his dif- 
putation ar Oxford before his popiſh adverſaries. Who- 

ſoever has a mind to ſee the whole of it may conſult 
the learned Mr. Prynne's Anti-arminiani/m, 2d Edit. p. 

48. However I cannot help making the following ex- 
tract from it, though I have already given the ſame in 
Pietas Oxonienſis.— It is in the way of a Dialogue be- 

tween a 1 and Scholar. 


„ many as are in the true faith neafalt, 
« were fore-choſen, predeſtinated, and appointed to 
« everlaſting life before the world was made; witneſve 
„ hereof they have within their hearts che ſpirit of 
Pop © CHRIST, the author, earneſt, and unfailable pleadge 
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Now therefore as Cranmer had a particu- 
lar hand in framing the articles, can any 
man of a ſound mind ſuppoſe that if he 
meant-the ſeventeeth article ſhould be un- 
derſtood in a ſenſe which might coun- 
tenance univerſal redemption, that he 
| would 


4 


* of their Galeh W 7 faith only i is able to perceive 
the myſteries of God ; only brings peace unto the 
heart: only taketh hold on the righteouſneſs that is 


«© in CHRIST JESUS,” 


Maſter. © Doth then the ſpirit alone, and faith 
„ ({leepe, we never ſo ſecurely, or ſtand we never ſo 
« rechleſse or {lothfull) ſo worke all things for us, as 
without any helpe of our one to carry us idle up 


% to heaven ? 


| Schol, IL uſe Mallter (as you have taught me) to 
« make a difference between the cauſe and the effect. 
«« The firſt principall and moſt proper cauſe of our juſ- 
&© tification and ſalvation, is the goodneſs and love of . 
„ Gov, Whereby Hs CHOSE us FOR HIS, BEFORE 
„ E MADE THE WORLD. After that, God granteth 
us to be called by the preaching of the goſpel of 
+ Jxsvs Cnkisr, when the Spirit of the Logd is 
« powered into us, by whoſe guiding ; and governance 
e be led to ſettle our truſt in Gov, and hope for 
the performance of his promiſe, With: this choice is 


joined as a companion, the mortifying of the olde 
a « man, 


TT : 
would, the very next year authorize and 
recommend a catechiſm for the uſe of all 
the youth in the kingdom, which in ſuch 
poſitive terms teaches the doctrine of par- © 
ticular election. Add to this, that Cran- 


mer's particular intimacy with Bucer and 
C Peter 


„% man, that is, of our affeQion and luſt, From the 
« ſame Spirit alſo cometh our ſanctifieation, the love 
« of God, and of our neighbour, juſtice and upright- 
« neſs of life: F inally, to ſay all in ſumme, whatever 
« js in us or may be done of us, honeſt, pure, true, 
« and good, THAT altogether ſpringeth out of this 
«« moſt pleaſant rock : from this moſt plentiful foun- 
« taine, the goodneſs, Love, GHOISE, AND un- 
«© CHANGEABLE PURPOSE OF God; he is the cauſe, 
« the reſt are the fruits and effects. Yet are alſo the 
« goodneſſe, choiſe, and Spirit of Gop, and CurrsT 
« himſelfe, cauſes conjoyned and coupled each with 
« other : which may be reckoned among the principal 
« cauſes of Salvation. As oft therefore as we uſed to 
«x ſay, that we are made righteous and.saver BY 
% FAaiTH ONLY ; it is meant thereby, that Faith, or 
« rather truſt alone, doth lay hand upon, underſtand 
«6 and perceive our righteous making to be given us 
« of Gop freely; that is to ſay, by no deſerts of our 
«© owne, but by the free grace of the almighty Father; 
10 moreover Faith doth ingender into us love of our 
| « neighbour agd an Were — is pleaſed withal. 
10 o T9112 : 6, 4 For 


| a4 9 


Peter: Martyr, who were each of them fo 
ftrenuous for the divine decrees, and filled 
the divinity: chaics in both our univerfities, 
is another convincing; proof that our ſeven- 
teen:h article was not compiled upon the 
univerſal plan, eſpecially as theſe two great 
men had fo principal a part in eſtabliſhing 
the reformation in England, and were in- 
vited over by King Edward at Cranmer's 
own recommendation for that very purpoſe. 
— But ſurely whoever candidly reads over 
the article itſelf, taking it in the plain lite- 
ral grammatical ſenſe, and not drawing it 


aſide 


8 _—. 


e * _ 
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an For if it be a inde 4 1 true Faith, 5 by 
„the Holy Ghoſt, the is the mother of all good ſaying 
© and doing. By this ſhort tale it is evident, whence, 
„ and by what meanes we attaine to be righteous; For 
«not. by the worthineſſe of our deſerving were we 
*© HERETOFORE CHOSEN, or long agoe ſaved, but by 
te the only mercy of God and pure grace of Ckarsr 
„ut Logp ; whereby we were in him made to doe 
* theſe good workes that Gop had appointed for us to 
„ walk in. And although good workes cannot deſerve 
i* to make us righteous before God, yet doe they ſo 
<«'cjeave/ unto faith, that neither faith can be found 
<«<, without: them, nor good workes be any where found 
«« without faith.” Sx" 


(. 3's. 3 


aſde any way (according to the royal: de: 
claration prefixed,) muſt needs be aſto- 
niſhed that any man of common under- 
ſtanding ſhould ever ſuppoſe it capable al 


an Arminian conſtruction. 


os '* 


I cannot diſrniſ the cubjeRt without FRY 
ſerving that it reflects very little honor on 
thediſſertator asa.proteſtant-writer,$0 bring 
quotations from the book publiſhed in the 
reign of Kfüg Henry the VII Ich, intitled, 
The. neceſſary eruditian of a Cbriſtian man, 
in which the doctrines of the maſs, , tran- 
ſubſtantiation, communion in one Kind, 
prayers to the Virgin Mary and before 
images, auricular confeſſion, as alſo the 
celibacy of the clergy, are particularly 
taught as neceſſary to ſalvation; and which 
might as well have been brought to prove 
the faith of thoſe mercileſs perſecutors 
Bonner and Gardiner, ſince they as well 
as Cranmer gave their imprimatur to it. 
Vet even in this book the doctrine of pre- 
deſtination is not denied, but the thing 
itſelf clearly admitted, only it is ieee 

C2 t 
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in ſuch a manner as not to exclude the uſe 
of means, nor to ſupercede the neceſſity of 
perſonal holineſs +, and in this ſenſe alone 
it is contended for by every calviniſt in con- 


formity to many expreſs declarations of 


ſcripture, as well as to the latter clauſe of 
the article itſelf. 


OC — 


7+ We ought evermore to be in dread of our owne 
« 'frailety, and natural proſinity to fall to ſynne, and 
«© not to aſſure ourſelves that we be elected any other- 
«© wiſe than by felyng of ſpiritual motions in our 


| «© heart, and by the tokens of good and vertuous liv- 


„ yng, &c.“— That there is an Electien is here clearly 
granted, and it is only the abuſe of the doQrine that we 
are cautioned againſt: And if ſuch as do zo feel ſpi- 
ritual motions in their hearts, and do ze live godly are 
not to conclude that they are elected; then vier verſa 
they Who do feel ſpiritual motions, and do live godly, 
are to conelude that they are elected. —bSarely this paſ- 
ſage makes ſtrongly againſt the Diſſertator; who is not 
leſs unfortunate in the choice of an extract from Biſhop 
Hooper i in order to prove that Prelate's averſion to Cal- 
viniſm, whereas I do not conceive it poſſible for words 
to be more expreſve of his attachment to that ſyſtem 


of divine truths ; and indeed upon ſeeing this extract, 


I had immediate recourſe to that moſt valuable and la- 
borious work lately publiſhed by the Rev. Auguſtus 


Taplady, entitled Hiſoric proof of the doctrinal Calvi. 


niſm f tht Charch of England, and was ſurprized to find 
Gat this learned, indefatigable friend of the Reforma- 
. tion 


(207 ?] 

Bur it is not my deſign to malntain a 
controverſy, but to clear up à miſfeßt eſen⸗ 
tation of facts, and to prove that in your 
hearty zeal to Pelaganize Gr Church; 
you have very groſsly, and I fear e l, 
55 impoſed” upon the public, by afk 

Bs 
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tion doArines, had omitted to o bring th this ae in d 


fence of the ſoundneſs of Biſhop Hooper S ſentimentyr 


whoſe words are : as follow : J. 4 og barliddsf Monte 


«© The cauſe of our Elegien i is the mercy \ of Gol in in 
% Chriſt. Howbeit, he that will 'be Partaker of i this | 
% election, mult receive the promife it in Chriſt by ich, 
<< for therefore we be elected, becabſe afterward we ar are 
made the membets of Chriſt. "Therefore a as in the 
* juſtification or remiſſion of Hune, "there I is a cauſe 
though no dignitie at all in the receiver of his jufti 1 
bz fication, and ſo we judge him by the ſeripture to be 

, juſtified, and hath remiſſior of his fin, becauſe he 
received the grace promiſed in Chriſt: So we judge 
* of Elacbion by the. event or ſucceſs that hapeneth - in 
«+ the life of man, thoſe only to be 2le2ed, that by 
«faith apprehend the mercy promiſed in Chriſt, other- 
68, wiſe wo ſhould not Jedge 6 ve drr 0 e 


as our r Dillertator (who, — to be a * 
Methodif) exactly harmoniſes with Mr. John Weſley 
in his religious principles, and in his oppoſition to the 
Church of England, one might ſuppoſe that he had 
a employed 
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ing that neither Cranmer, Ridley, nor 


Latimer gave their'ſanQion. or approba- 
tion to Bradford" $ treatiſe in defence of 
abſolute predeſtination : nevertheleſs from 
hence you dra your grand concluſion 
that. our r ſeventeenth Article could not be 


2 Fa 3 8 a LP 
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employed the fame hand to ro make his extracts as Mr. 
fohn made uſe of to compile his Chriſtian Libr 

mne greater part of which as flatly contradicts the >a 
trines eſtabliſhed at Mr. John's annual Synods as the 
Diſſertator's extracts contradict the plan he means to 
eſtabliſh, It would not therefore be amiſs if ihe 
Mr: John's example, were to publiſh an index expurga- 
ſoriu: of all the Calviniſtic paſſages which he has un- 
luckily ſtambled upon ; and I promiſe him, for his en- 


couragement, that I-will buy the book and do all in 
pan. to recommend i it to others. * 


* And now Reader let me i intreat you to join with me 
30 lamenting the rapid progreſs which Methodiſm (by 
which I mean Mr. Weſley*s-principles as ſtanding in 
ppoſition to thoſe of the reformation) has made and 
does eontinde to make amongſt us; inſomuch that I 
-wight al möſt ale, Where is the Church, where the Ca- 
thedral, or Where the Univerſity, in which the pulpits 
do not echo and re- echo with Foundery notes, and in 
Winch Mr. John's famous Minutes of 1770 are not 
wide the grand Randard' of orthodoxy ?' Nay, ift may 
enn eyes, even our ſpiritual Lawn itſelf 
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_ as 
cured, vad th Calviniſtic plan: Bot 


the very authority. you bring in your de- 
fence (viz. that of Mr. Sttype) has proved 
the direct contrary, by informing us chat 
theſe three Biſhops did each of them give 
heir ſanction and approbation to that 
treatiſe, and that T HEIRS BEING 
OBTAINED, te reſt of the eminent 
Divines'i in and about Linden were "ready 15 
fn it a . This . the real Jack you 
Y " "have 


hs not nd che ſpot of this infektion 3 
indeed few. of our Clergy have ſo openly contradicted 
our Articles or made ſuch gigantic ſtrides towards 
Rome on the ſubject of finleſs perfection, as their head 
and leader Mr, Wesley; but then on the points of 
free -will, man's merit, conditional works, two-fold 
juſtification, univerſal redemption, and falling from 
grace, Mr. Weſley, his Holineſs, and the generality 
of our modern Divines, ſeem to be moſt cordially 
"( agreed. But what is more extraordinary fill is that 
theſe very Divines who are really hand-in-glove with 
x Mr. Welley, f in that they are continually preaching the 
very eſſence of his tenets to their congregations, 90 
nevertheleſs fancy that they have 2 perfect hatred 
againſt Methodiſm, and whilſt they moſt abſurdly call 
themſelves Sons of the Church of England, dq treat 
the real Members of that Church as ſo many innova- 
tors and impugners of her doctrines. 
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have fairly turned the tables upon yourſelf, 
and have 'eftabliſhed the calviniſtic ſenſe 
of our article by your own argument. 


to prove the conſiſtency of Cranmer's 


faith; for that great and learned man 
muſt haye been inconſiſtent indeed, if al- 
moſt immediately after drawing up an, 
article in deſence of what. was at that 
time called Semipelagianiſm, (for the Ar- 
minian Sect was not then riſen), he had 
given his ſanction and ſignature to Brad- 
ford's. treatiſe on abſolute predeſtination; 
had recommended to the King a cate- 
chiſm for the uſe of ſchools on the ſame 
ſubject; and had invited Bucer and Peter 
Martyr into England to propagate in our 
two univerſities thoſe very doctrines which 
he knew muſt cut up his own ſyſtem (ac- 
cording to our diſſertator's n of 
1 14 the very roots. | 


: os Cranmer did Ggn, and give 
his ſanction to Bradford's treatiſe; he did 


ſtrongly reccommend the predeſtinarian 


catechiſm for the ule of N he did 


invite 
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invite thoſe zealous Calviniſtic Divines, 
Bucer and Peter Martyr, into our Engliſh, 
univerfities; Ergo, to argue from the Diſſer- 
tatotr's own premiſes, it would be abſurd to 
the laſt degree to ſuppoſe that Cranmer 
would draw up an article of faith in con- 
tradiction to that very treatiſe which he ap- 
proved and figned, to that very cate- 
chiſm which he ſtrenuouſſy recommenſed 
to the King for the uſe of ſchools, 
to the principles of thoſe very men whom 
he made choice of as joint inſtruments 
with himſelf in the work of the re- 
formation, —yea to his own writings 
and publications, to inſtance only in 
his treatiſe on the - Sacrament, in the 
preface to which, ſpeaking of the intent 
of Chriſt's coming into the world, he ſays 
that he came * 70 preach and give tardon | 
and a full remiſſion of | ſynne to all this © 
Elected. But our Diſſertator has un- 
fortunately produced this very -paſiage 
to prove that Cranmer held univerſal 
redemption, tho' his argument -ſeemis 
much of the ſame nature with that 
| D which 


[ 22 ] 


which a country footman once made 
ule of to prove that his Lady was not 
at home to a viſiter who called upon 
her; © My miſtreſs is gone out (ſaid 
Jobn Trot) for the Lady who is with 


bl her in the dining-room has juſt told 
it me ſo.” 

it T have the honor to be, 

bi SIR, 

| Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


The AUTHOR of 
Pietas Oxonienfis and of Goliath ſlain, 


THE E Nb. 


